nnmntnttnu‘

Number 34

T O W N W O T L MW T T i

Melville Socwty EXT R ACTS

May 1978

OUR YOUNG CUB

You already know how the balleoting went but for the
record: some 164 members approved the change in
format, while 4 opposed it and a few suggested
alternate designs., Vobting on the title was cloger,
BS to 76; there were alse several suggestions for
different titles.

But we need substance as well as Torm. We welcome
notez, short articles (preferably five pages long,

or less), notices of references in the popular
culture of Melville and his writings, queries,
publication and book sales information -- anything,
in short, you jwdge might be of interest to
Melvilleans.

By the way, MSE is printed on acid-free paper to
insure long shelf life,

MELVILLE'S “INCOMPETENT” WORLD IN BILLY BUDD, SAILOR

Watson Branch
University of Cincinnati

At one stage in the compesition of Billy Budd,
Sailor, Herman Melville elosed his tale with a coda
appended to the chapter containing the distorted
news accouwnt of the deaths of John Claggart and
Billy Budd. To date no editor of the novel has been
gble to decipher the coda satisfactorily. Even
Harrison Hayford and Merton M, Sealts, Jr., in
their excellent edition of the book, admit their
inebility to make out one important word (BB,
Chicago, pp. B, 201, L22, and Plate VIII facing p.
5). This nat-e, which depends Tundamentally on the
work of Professors Hayford and Sealts, suggests and
defends 8 resding of that word and then exemines
the ¢lues such & reading provides concerning
Melville's thematic purposes and his intentions
regarding his revigions.

My reasding of the coda is this:

"Here ends a story

r’

not unwarranted by what sometimes happens in this
incompetent world of ours -- Innocence and infamy,
spiritusl depravity and fair repute."

The problem has been with the word "incompetent.”
Hayford and Sealts, who leave the word undeciphered,
rind unzatizfactory the readings of Weaver and
Freeman, who suggested "incongruous" and "incompre-
huusihle" regpectively, readings other scholars have
picked up. However, "incompetent” fits the callig-
raphy of the manuseript, the gense of the passage in
which the word appears, and the theme of the novel
as & whole,

The first step in defense of this reading must be an
exnni.nu.tinn of the physical fact, The problem with
"incompetent”™ in particular is not with the first

ten letters, which are fairly clear, but with the
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iast letter, the final "t.™ vhich sinply iz rot
there. However, 1t was oot unuscal for Melville to
drop letterz, a3 thote who have studied hip hand.
vriting - swth a8 Davis and Gilman {letters, p.
wxfi) and Morsford {Journal, p. L&) -- have
dizcovered. In the Eilly Buld coda itself the line
following the one in vhich incoopetent”™ appears
presents another exanple of a condensed erding. So
Par as the calligraphy iz concernmed, the reading of
the heretofore undeciphered word as “incompetent™
seema Juatified.

Tt second test involves senge, Nelville often
wsed warious forms of the wverd {and its sntomym) to
express the general idea of wfitaess {or TFitness)
for accamplishing zome purpose. Mt "incompetent”™
in the B3illy Budd coda auggests a nore speclalized
midning LhAt foouzes o =an's Inability “Lo unravel,
and 2pread out, and classify, the more thia than
goseamer threads which make up the complex web of
1ife” (Pierre, N-N, p. l4l). Incompetence of
thought and Judpment Iz the point here, as it {2 in
much of the MMotioca after -Dick, Tor exanple,
Plerre was “entirely incompetent’ to meet Dante oo
hiz pecullar ground becauvse the youthful enthesiage
as yet “had not seen s0 Tar and deep” az the sublime
italian {p. 54},

However, the moat pertinent and convincing parallel
to the use of "incompetent” in the Billy Budd coda
lies nidden among the Few surviving ieaves of
iville's manuscript for The Confidence-Man, now
in the Houghton Library. The third of five nimbored
leaves of drat™t titles for the book's chaplers con-
taing two canceled titlem for Chapter 18, Both
arat™ titler are socewhat garbled because Melville
war coonding az ke vas composing then and in neither
cage did be arrive at the final form that appears in
the novel, "Inquest into the true character of the
Herb.Dottor.” The first draft title reads, "A fury
of wise =en hold an ingucat oa the innocence of the
character of the herd doctor.” (At the end of the
preceding chapler the herb-dottor, Maving been struck
and vilified, declares, "innocence is my redress”
fZ-u, Norton, p. 757.) The second reads, “The
character of the herb-dottor dizouzsed and wvhat he
truly 12 Tinslly gettled by one fully coopetent.”
Both drmaft titles are ironie, befitting the =odc of
The Confidence-Man, because, as is clear from Lhe
dramatized astion of Chaptere 16-21, the herb-doctor--
an EvVatar of the title character--ceriainly is
destituwte of "innocence,” ard hiz fellow passengers
are in no wise “compotent™ to fudge his truc nature.
What pertaing to the Billy Budd coda in theze twa
draft titles iz Melville's representation of his
belief that men are specifically incompetent to
Judge the lnnocence of ancther person. This applies
whtther the pereon lacks lanscende, as dosz the
Conlidence Man, or abounds with it, as doez PBilly
Buald,

Hayford and Sealts zay, "The coda, It scens apparent,
vas 2eant Lo bring out the malin polnt of the story
a3 it then stood: that the ludppent and mesory of
‘tha world' may attribute o human bteings the direct
opposite of their trud natures; Ionocence may be
conaigned to infamy, spiritual denravity =may be
avarded Tair repute” {2}, The de¢cipbering of the
word that Melville usex %o qualify "'the world*™
illumicates further the point of his tale. The
world does what It 4203 because it s incompetent
1o judge or resmember truly or nﬂwntt".y._h
its akepticiz= and oymiclism, the coda suggests

wltizately tragic implications about Riuman nature
and the Inman condition. In the context of the coda,
"incaspetent” s A precise and powerful word that
expands the slgnificance of wvhat, &t oo point in
the writing of Billy Budd, its author thought of as
biz concluding pasiage.
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Yet, in spite of this, Melville canceled the coda,
The simplest explasation for his Zelng 20 1s based
o HayTord ard Sealts' statement {p, 8} that during
the third and final phsse of the manuacript’'s growth
Malville reversed his final two chaplers. The coda,
veginning with the words "Here ends a story”™ would,
of course, bte inmappropriate as the clesing of any
but the last chapler, and so Malville canceled it.

But perhaps Melville canceled it before rhis
"reversal” took place. M5 leaf /335331 suggests
that at one point be may have planned to remove the
ballad from the body of his story. On that leal the
uwnderlined phrase "For the Jupplesent” heads a nota-
tion about the fate of the yard free which Billy was
hanged, a aubject that now forms & principal part of
the Introduction to the ballad in Chapter 30, It
may well be that Melville intended to put the ballad
and its headnote into a supplement and to leave the
news account as the last chapter and the qoda na an
appropriate ¢lesing to the story. This hypethetical
delay in extablishing the finel order of ihe chapters
would give Melville time to develop the slory's
third phase and %o evalunte the coda's relstionghip
to it before deciding to strike the padsage. When
he finally d4id strike {%, bhe used blué crayon,
indicating, on the basis of other uses of the sane
color, that {tg removal was probably a late revisiea.
{See Hayford and Sealtz' "Genetic Text.”)

rerkana Melville canseled the coda before the Tinal
order of the chaptere could make it Inappropriate
tecause he belicved he hed sufficiently dramatized
fn the third phase the rarrator'z explicit point
about the incompotence of 4he world to fudpe ite
fellow belinga, The trisl sceme and the swgeon's
surnizes about Captain Vere--two cajor develojpments
in the final phage of 4he manuecrint..dramatize men's
incompotence 0 see into Lthe sprimge: and motives of
human action. And I Vere, Tor sll his superior
intellipgesce and sensitivity, iz just as indompotent
ag the rost, the implications are tragic mather than
marely gatiric.

The question of the caplain”s acticns was conjoined
in Melville's mind, as Hayford and Sexklts say, with
the question of "the very cxistence of a problesmat-
ical world.” To see, as they do, Billy Budd as "an
epitone, in art, of such a world” (39) is to focus
on the obiecty of human percertion. To s¢e Ellly
Budd a3 an cpitome alzo of an “intéopptent” world is
to focus on the Mmoan sublecis that do the per-
eoliving., Anong them iz the narrator himsel?, whose
self-effncing drasmtizations and "mutually neutral-
izinz" (Pierre, p. 355) thoughts show hin incompetent
to make positive statements about a problematical
world, though that worldd iz hiz oum ordation. Onee
again the probles of knowledse that 3o fixed and
fassinated Molville dad bocome an informing force in
hig arst, meThaps even the pervading theught that
inpelled the book, Billy Eudd, Zailaer.




ELIZABETH AND HERMAN (PART 1I)

Elizabeth Melville was more cozmopolitan then many
of Melville's biographers have realized. Eleanor
Metcalf, for exmmple, in Cycle and Epicycle, thought
that the letters Elizabeth wrote home %o her parents
during the Melvilles' honeymoon trip revesled a
preference Tor cosy domesticity rather than the
"forbidding strangeness" of foreign travel in
Montreal and Quebec. Yet the letters themselves
suggest the opposite. Elizabeth is struck by the
absurdity of the Quebec Citadel's milltary formal-
ity, where "every few steps you encounter a sentry
in full Highland costume bare knees gnd all, pacing
backward and forward fully armed and egquipped, -
keeping strict guard over nothing at =11." She is
sensitive to the Gothie accoutrements of the "beat”
hotel, "a rambling, scrambling old castle of &
thing, all stairs and entries and full of tewdry
decorations.” She is wryly amused by the sleeping
accommodations on & canal boast, which can only be
gained by c¢rawling between the crowded tlers of the
bunks "like a bug forcing its way through the boards
of a fence," Her observations, in short, are
gophigticated and, in fact, resemble the cooments

in her husband's later travel diaries, which have
hardly been regarded as evidence of provinelalism,

Kew mapuseript letters that we introduced in
EXTBACTS 353 give further proof that it 1s wvrong to
continue to regard Melville's wife as "poor Lizzie,
the provincial Bostonlan." We promised to say
semething about Elizabeth's trip to Chicago in 1BLS
and about possible romantic attachments that might
have preéceéded her marriage to Herman.

Puett speculates that Elizabeth may have been
interested in John Noursge, the son of Melville's
Aunt Lucy and Dr. Amos Nourse, She says that

from 1839, when John was attending Harvard, through
1842, Elizabeth and John made visits to their
respective homes. However, Nourse died in 1844 and
no evidence has survived to show whether they were
ever more than just friends.l A more likely attach-
ment iz the Daniel Mellroy szingled out in Elizabeth's
greetinge to her Chicago friemnds, in her letter of
September 1847 to Sam Savage, her cousin.

Elizabeth Jmew Chicago from her visit there in 18h5,
Her brother Oakes had written to her from there on
April 29, 1045, asking her to "pack up™ her "duds"
and come out; she couwld stay the whole swamer as
company for his wife, Cary, who had a new baby.
Oakee suggested she could travel with Mr. Joseph
Henshaw, hiz business partner, who would be return-
ing from Beaston about June 1. Elizabeth, reluctant
to go so far with a person she did not know, asked
her father's advice. When he declded to go as well,
the two made the trip in the swmer of 1845, It iz
not clear whether they went out and returned
t-:;:g&t]éar, but they were both in the Wezt at the same
time.

Chicago in 1845 was a frontier city of 12,000 inhabi-
tantz, It had no paved streetsz and ne telegravh;
cattle roamed free and refuse was deposited often in
the alleys. Elizabeth and her father stayed in the
center of the city's fashiopable residential district
in the one brick hotel the city boasted--the Lake

Jovee Devean Kennedy »h
Mount Saint Fincent University

Frederick James Kennedy
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Houge, the center of szocial gatherings S Two of her
"Chicage friends,"” Mr, Tracy and the McClellans,
were boarding there in 1845; Mr. Mellroy was living
in a nearby private residence. Elizabeth may have
known Tracy and MeIlroy from Boston. They were
gradustes of Harvard College, and Mellroy had worked
in Judge Joseph Story's law office in Boston after
leaving Marvard with an ILL.B. in 1842, GSince Story
was one of Chief Justice Shaw's friends, MeIlroy
couwld well have known the Shaws before they sncoum-
tered him in Chicage, and the tone of Elizabeth's
message would sugegest a more than passing acquaint-
ance. Tracy, son of a well-connected family from
Connecticut, had inherited his father's wealth in
184k : MeIlroy hed been practicing law for several
years. They may have thought that with the former's
wealth end the latter's experience, they could make
& handsome living in a city just beginning to wield
power as the Western capital. At any rate, they had
gone to Chicago in 184L and immediately began to
achieve prominence, especially Mellray.

In April 1845, he was elected States Attorney, a
position he held for eight years. In 1851, he was
made & school inspector, in 1852 was elected Presi-
dent of the Hibernian Benevolent Emigrant Society,
and in 18%2-1853 was appointed a school trustee for
Cook County's First District. He is twice noted in
Andreas' History of Chicago, once (with Tracy and
gthers) for his part in protecting Stephen A. Douglas
against an unfriendly crowd in Chicago in September
1854, and once under the vitae of deceaged members of
the Chicago Bar, where he is noted as "an accom-
plished scholar, a ready debater, and one of Chicago's
really eloquent orators." Besides this evidence, his
obitusry notice in the Chicago Tribmme (August 26,
1862, p. 4) summarizes all we know of him:

Death Notice of Daniel MelIlroy

Died: In this city, yesterday, at 4% o'elock
AM. 25th inst., of Bright's Disease, at the
residence of Mra. Carney, on Cottage Grove

avenue, DANIEL McILROY, Esq., aged U8 years.

Death of Daniel McIlroy, Esq.

Daniel MeIlrey, Esq., a well known citizen and
for a long time jdentified with the Chicage
bar as a successful practitioner, died yester-
day morning at half past four o'clock, st his
regidence, after a brief ifillness.

Mr. MeIlroy wes a native of Tyrone county,
Ireland, and wvas a fair specimen af ,{EiJ the

¥Joyce Deveau Kennedy thanks the Canads Council for
support of her part of this research.



Irigh gentleman, FHe cmigrated to America, with
his family, when very young. For some two or
three years he kept school in Boston, and some
of his old puplls are at present residing in
this city, He wns o graduate of Cambridge
University, /larvard] and afterwards studied
law with Judge Story, of Boston, whose office
he left Lo study in the West.

He cast to this city in 184, and coomenced
the practice of law, in which he was eminently
successful, Shortly after, he was clected
States Attorney, a position vhich he continued
to Fill several ycars, successively, with
credit to hizmself and satisfaction of the
people. Mr. Mellroy vas a man cminently
qualified to take & leading position in the
duties of his profession, being an accomplished
scholar, a ready debater, and for eloguent
declazation he has left few behind that will
surpass hiz. During the celebrated trial of
George W. Green, for the zmurder of his wife,
Mr. Mellroy was pre-sxinently distinguished
throughout for those qualiticsz and for the
nowledge he exhibited of criminal law, and
the eloquent argzent to the Jury which con-
vieted the prisoner. He was also associated
with the lamented Carlos Haven in the proszecu-
tion of Henry Jumpertz, the herce in the
celebrated barrel murder,

My, Mellroy wus néver married, but he leaves
an aged mother and a brother and sister in
New York to mourn hie loss, The funeral will
tade place from his late residence on Cottage
Grove Avenue, this afternoon at two o'cleck,

A séarch in the papers of Judge Story has turnmed up
no correspondence, the Harvard archives have only a
notation of MeIlroy's LL.B. in 1842, and copies of
nis will which zight have given clues to his family
were destroyed in the 1871 Chicago fire. All we have
discovered of Daniel McIlroy is not enough to eluci-
date Elizabeth's connection.” However, in her rela-
tionships, Elizabeth always observed strict propri-
ety. And it is inconceivable that a letter written
50 c¢loge to her marriage would have contained &
surreptitious reference like the one to Mcllroy
uwnless she had felt some obligation toward him. Had
MeIlroy--an Irish immipgrant--interested her, it may
have troubled her conservative New England father.
Ferhaps, then, Melville's persistence and Shaw's
approval of him as an eligible young man with old
family ties, as well as Elizabeth's familial friend-
ghip with Melville's sisters (Auguste, for example,
was visiting her at the time of the cngagement),
coedined to persuade her to accept Herman's proposal.
Az she says in another context in her letter, "the
ramance of life must sometimes give place to the
realities.”

Whatever roasantic attachmentz Elizabeth had before
her =marriage to Melville, she stood loyally beside
him during the early years vhen he was strivieg to
earn & living with his pen: As Hope Shaw reported
to San Savage:

This last Wednesday Elizabeth with her
beautiful little son of eleven months with
her girl & =y son Sazuel left for New
York--they went the new route all by land

and arrived in New York on the same day half
past four in the afterncon. Elizabeth came
here the 22 of last November with her family
and would have stald longer but daily expect-
ing her husband from Europe she quite impa-
tient to return. Herman left New York last
November for Burope upon same business, and
to change the scene-<he sccomplished it
sooner than expected and therefore he
returns before we thought he would, The
book that wvas last publizhed iz Redburn--
beginning his owm 1ife with a fictitious
name, It i3 very interesting asz its 20
natural. The Melville family live as you
left, Allen with a little daughter called
Maria after the old lady & Herman with a
little son called Malcolm after some of the
Tirst Melvilles that came into thiz country
from Scotland,

Ag Tor wealth in thisz family there i3 not
to be much--You know my veneration for an
unblemished character stands first: and I
will say no nobility, only as each one
makes it by his own exertions.

(Boston: Hope Shaw to Sam Savage,
January 23, 1850, Savage III)

Savage, in turn, cobserved her strength during the
dark second decade of their marrisge when Melville
was suffering from sciatica, neuralgia and other
nervous complaints, and travelling abroad to seek a
cure for his recwrrent depressions:

« « «Lizzy no doubt alone has had many of
1ife's real trisla to conflict with, but
she's one of those who bear up well, & it
shows her character--Herman I hope has had
no more of those ugly attacks. Kind
remée=brances to thes., . . .

(Guatemala: Saz Savage to Aunt & Uncle
Sraw, Awgust 27, 1856, Savege III)

She endured even during the grim sixties and geven-
ties when their e¢ldesgt son, Maleolm, died by hiz owm
hand and when Melville's spirits were about az black
az they ever were,

More light has been shed on this later period by two
letters recently discovered in the Massachuaetts
Historical Society's Bellows Collection by the Rev.
Dr, Walter D, Kring, Minister of All Souls Unitarian
Church in New York City." Onoe, written from Doston,
May 6, 1867, is from Samuel Shaw, Elizabeth's half-
brother, o her pastor, the Rev, Henry Whitney
Bellows; it comments on & proposed legal separation
betvesn the Melvilles and offers suggestions as to
how this night be accomplizhed so that Elizabeth's
reputation would be preserved. The most damaging
statement in the letter iz az follows:

I think that the safest course Iz to let her
real position become apparent Trom the firsy;
nanely that of a wife, Hhﬂ,? being convinced
that her husband is insane’acts as if ghe
were so convinced and applied Tor aid and
assistance to her friends and acts with them,

I think she would have done this long ago if



net for imaginary and groundless apprahen-
aiong of the censure of the world upon her
condust. If you can do anything to reassure
her wmind on that point T have no doubt it

will contribute mach to her future hoppiness
and enable her to do her hard duty more eaaily.

The other, dated May 20, 1857, iz a letter by Eliza-
beth to Dr. Bellows, Jjust as he was cmharking on a
year long vacation in Burope; she thanks him for his
"active interest in her behalf" and assures him that
hiz "long talk. . . has been a very pgreat comfort,
bath for its appreciative sympathy, and for other
reasons,

These letters seel convinging procl at last that
Melville and his wife were deeply split, and that
the depresgion which sent Herman %o the Holy Land

in 1856 had not abated but continued at leaszt into
1867, the yesr of Samuel's letter and Malcolm's
death. Whatever Elizabeth confided to Bellows about
her merriege, and whatever her pastor recommended,
her letter tesgtifles that she thought Dellows was
urging her to bear her trisls with fortitude., She
writes:

I alzo want to thank you for the active
interezt you took in my behalf. . . .

and whatever further trinl may be before
me, I shall feel that your cownszel iz a
strong help to sustain, more perhaps than
any other earthly coungel cowld, . . . T

lay to heart your encouraging words, and
pray for submission and feith te reslize
the sustaining power of the Master's iove,
and Lo approach his Table in the very
gpirit of his last command. G

Az was true throuwghout her life, Elizabeth's reli-
gious beliefs gave her the necezsary strengih fto
bvear misfortune and pain with dignity and patience,

Snatches fTrom family records show that her Llife with
Herman after 1853 was not tranquil.l® Samuel's 1867
letter refers to "my sisters case. . which has been
a cause of anxiety to all of us for years past.”
However, 1867 would have been n particularly bad -
time, Neither of Melville's voymges, in 1856 to the
Holy Land or, with his brother Tom, to San Francisco
in 1860, had brought him tranquility of spirit. His
magazine writing and lecturing during the 1830s were
as financially wmsuccessful ss his novels, and he
returned to hiz Pittsfield farm in 1851 with no ich
and no praspectz. In 1863 he gold Arrowhesd, said
goodbyre to the Berkshires, the source of many happy
literary and sooial associafions with friends such
as the Hawthornes and the Morewoods, and returned to
New York still under financial obligation to the
Shaws--ps he had been for most of the years of his
marrisge. Finally, public and persomal sadnesses
such as the Civil War, the asssssination of Lincoln,
the death of Hawthorne, and the coming of age of
Malecolm--who, seventeen years old in 1E66, had found

a position with the Great Western Marine Inzurance

Bellows preaching at Bryant's funeral in 1878. Melvilles' pew in gallery at rear.



Company at 3200 a year while Melville was still un-
employed~-culninated in Decembor L8686 with his get-
ting o 3% A day job at the New York Customs House.
At the age of forty-nine, Melville must have felt
that the now year--1867.-wns for him, truly, the
end of the line.

But no mattor how bad things may have been with
Herman, Elizaboth kept her councel, and aided by
hey sensge of the "eolemn words of obligetion” she
had spoken before God and Dr. Young on thet day
long age, she persovered. Her fidelity iz perdlmps
what zaved Herman at the last Tros hiz denons,

Metcal? notes that although Melville was used to
crallenging Elizabeth all the 2ime out of some
paychological neceszpity, In the last eight or ten
vears of hia 14fe ke ceazed to 50 so and zeemed to
grow calzer and quieter.il Ske attributes this to
the fact that with the legacy Lesuel Shaw, Jr. left
Riz alster, Melville waz able %o retire from the
custon house ard ¢njoy the laisure o roan book-
storez and write poctry and his last novel, Bi
Budd, There may have hion another reason as well.

Dr. Kring points out that the Melvilles had been
pew-holdaers of ALL Souls Church ever since their
marriage and that they had maintained their connecs
tion with Unitarianism by having the children bap-
tized in Pittarield by the Rev. Orville Dewey. It
is asswned, though, thnt Flizabeth was the real link
to Al Sowls and that Jerman's ties were formal
rather than persotal, I% i6, therelore, a startling
revelation to learn from Dr. ¥ring that in 1854
Melville's name iz entered in the Communion of
Dr. Theodore €. Willinmg, Bellows' sutcessor.

Wrat circumstances in Melville's 1ife might have
prempted this more active mexbership in the Chuyeh?
In March that year, his only surviving brother, Tos,
thr youngest in his femily and a favorite of
Melville, had died zuddenly of a hear® attatk. That
same spring lemuel Shaw, Jr, bad died suddenly at
the Union Club in Poston. Perhaps the untimely
Cesth of these two younger men drought Melville
nearer Lo thoughts of his own impending "annihila-
tion.” Another poasibly significant event was the
death of the long-time pastor of All Souls, the Rev,
Henry Bellows, and bhia replacement by the new
minister, Theodore Chickering Williams. An article
in the New York Tribune in 3, coementing on

Dr. Bellows' succossor gaye:

The succeasor of Dr. Bellows geoms strongly
antithetical in porsonality, purposcs, and
professional equipment., He iz almost a
youth, not yet thirty, He has been a
licenced proacher hardly 4wo yearsz., He iz
slight of frame, has a light, delicate
voite, and speaks under sooe physical cone
straint., Mo iz without gift:z that conguer
and enslave attention, There iz nothing
astonishing or masterly oo the suwrface of

hiz ninistrations. . . . But, . . be is. . .
& zan of exceptional ripeness, Nl of sin-
evy surpriszes, vho in the soming of his
career has captured the marvellous zecref

of putting things vith an unerring achromatic
simplicity and sufficiency of idicm such as
Tew men come to achieve. It i3 mot preccocity
nor the flugh of dead ripencss, but a rave,

¢arly wizsdom bringing purpese, thought and

spocch, in their highest relations,

Indead the completoness and tissue of nis

art of exprezaion in the outset elude cyitical
inguiry, and there is a lulling fmprezsion of
common=place truisms--. . ., . Tt iz after all
like Lincoln's common-place, homéspun knack of
idiom, which all the world came ar length to
find inimitable; and soon enough the clinging
phraces, delicately fashioned apothegme, deep,
pregnant sayinge, nugrets of rich pententiouss
nekx, begin to cling and stick like burrs, and
one fain would pit & brake on the minister
wntil all thige E0od, rare things could be
gathered In.

Perhaps the advent of such 2 charehman--young, poet-
ic, humble, a bit diffident in his preaching..would
Fave been attractive %0 a man like Melville vhe hime
gelf valued sinceriiy pmore than certaisty and erudi-
tion in falth., Perhaps Eiizabeth's underatanding
and love in the face of all hardship brought him at
lazt to some measzure of spiritual comsolation.

Wrat the church records at All Souls ard the parsonal
record of tha Melville family show iz that Melville,
having wandered for years over "dismal and monoto-
nous" philogophical "sand hills," came home at last
to dizcover In his wife's love and friendahip the
gentle God who had eluded him everywhere else. The
mellowness of these later years waz reported by Sam
Savage who wrote teo his wife of the asant recep-
tion he found at the Melvilles' in 1:

» » o1 Called on Lizzy. She was very kind.
Saw MHerman & the vigit did me good. (New
York: October 31, 108L, Savege V)

In 1849, only & year and a half afier his marrisge,
Melville commented on the disintegration into mad-
ness of Charles Fenne HofTmann, & former member of
the Dayckinek cirele:

Poor Hoffman.-I resesber the shock I kad when

I firet saw the =ention of his madness,

=+But he was just the man to go mad--izmagina-
tive, voluptuouszly fnclired, poor, unemployed,
in the race of Llife distanc’d by hia inferiors,
unmarried, --wit a port or haven in the
universe to make.l

All the traita Melvilie observed in Hoffmann alao
applied to himself--except that he was married.

The qualities Elizabeth brought to their narrisge,
and which endured even after Melville's death,)? can
be observed in her wedding letter to Samusl, Thoso
are: Tiret, her sense of religious obligation inm
the marrisge contract (she hes only a dreaxmy, indis-
tinct vieion of Herman, rustling dresses, and rows
of boots; but & clear picture of “what Mr, Young
said to me, ard T sald to hin™ a= he stood "in fall
canonicals. . . giving utterance to the solemn words
of obligatica™); second, ber intention to make &
bame with Herman no matier where it might be; third,
ber willingness to periorm tasks of drudgery such as
seving on bduttons and mending stockings o order to
please ber husband; fourth, her ability to conceal
ber agitation when npecessary (™to all appearances, .
she went through the cersmony with the utmost cals-
ness and camposure” ); and finally, her desire to
shield Melville from unpleasantness (she was sarried



at heme instead of in chureh, to protect Melville
fram unwanted notoriety).

If the ensuving yvears 4id bring regrets to Melville's
life, it 4= impossible to believe he would have
regretted marrying Elizabeth., In fact, he must have
renlized that he could not have borne the welight of
those years unaided--that without her loyalty,
intelligence, and affection, his own wild imagina-
tion would have had no “port or haven."

1. Amy Puett (Emmers), "™Melville's Wife: A Study of
Elizabeth Shaw Melville," (Unpub. Diss., Northwest-
Em}, ppl 31“""32l-

2. Shaw Papers, MHZ, Reel 1%, Frame 302: Oakez's
letter reads in part "I wrote to Father. . . a few
daye gince, asking his permission for you to come
out here & spend the summer with us. Nothing would
give Cary so much pleasure % I need not tell you how
happy I should be If you would."

3. Bessie Plerce, A History of Chicage, I, 204-205,
213,

4, Chicago City Directories from 1846 to 1856 1ist

his mccomplistments. Also see A. T. Andreas, History

of Chicago from the Earliest Period to the Present
Time, 3 Vols. |Chicago, 1884-86), which carries a
Tull account of the Douglas affair on pp. OLOLF, in
Vol, I, For mention of McIlroy, see pp. 451, 611 in
Vol. I; and p. 451 in Vel. II.

%. In vain we have searched for McIlroy correspon-
dence in Judge Joseph Story's papers at the Library
of Congréss; the William Clements Library, Univ. of
Michigan; the University of Texas Humanities Research
Center; and the Mass, Historical Society. For their
help in dizseovering information about MeIlroy, we
wish to thank the staffs of these libraries, sz well
as those at the American Antiquarian Society, the
Chicago Bar Asszociation Library, the Chicago Histor-
iesl Soociety, Mr, James Bell, Librarian of the New
England Historie Genealogilcal Sceciety, and Mr.
William Whalen, Assistant Archivist, Harvard
University.

In spite of this blank, the Directory offers one
gerap of pergonal information. Becauge MeIlroy was
President of the Hibernian Benevolent Emigrant
Society, which was founded in 1845 under the patron-
age of the first Roman Catholic bishop of the Chicago
diccege, William J. Quarter, it may be that McIlroy
was a Catholie, Bishop Quarter died in 1848 at the
young age of forty-two, and the Emigrant Society was
apparently reorganized then with MeIlroy as its

President. See Plerce, I, 238-243, 266,

6. Walter D. Kring & Jonathan Carey, "Two Discover-
ies Concerning Herman Melville," Proceedings of the
Massachusetts Historical Seclety, B7 (1975), 137-1LL.
These letters, with other material pertaining to the
Melvilles' membership in All Souls Church, uncovered
by Dr. Kring when he was engaged in writing a
blography of Rev. Dr. Henry Bellows, comprise new
and valuable insights into the Melville marrisge and
the Melvilles' religiouns affiliation, We wish to
thank Dr., ¥ring for his unfailing interest in, =nd
help with, our investigation of Melville's Church
affilistion.

T. It is difficult to accept the argument that
Elizabeth could really have believed Herman was
ingane and nevertheless continued to live with him
after Malcolm's death in September 1867. Had she
thought her husband regponsible for family tensions
that might hawve coatributed to such a catastrophe,
would she have stuck by him--especially since zhe
would have had the wholehearted support of her own
family in leaving him? BSurely, her desire to pro-
tect the younger children would have motivated her
to leave, Besides, the strain that Dr. Bellows him-
self was under in 1867 might have made him & less
than competent adviser to the Melvilles, Ses I,
Walter Kring's forthcoming biography of Henry Whit-
ney Bellows, "Orthodox Among the Liberals."

4. ¥ring & Carey, 1h0-141.

9. Ibid., 141,

10. Metcelf, pp. 159, 169, 176, 198, 208, 209, 213.
11, Matealf, p. 259.

12, Using other Church records, Dr. Kring was able

to date Melville's entry into Willlams' Book as some-
where between January 1 and November 6, 1884 ({letter
from Dr., Kring of November 23, 1976). The records

of All Souls show that the Melvilles rented pews in
the church during the time they lived in New York,
but there is no indication in the church records that
Herman was actually s member before 1884, Dr. Kring
informs us that between 1BLA and 1023, one could be a
commmicant of All Souls Church without subseribing
to A Covenant or Bond of Union, so that Williams®
Coempanion Book is more accurately deseribed as a list
of church members. Such an srrangement would no
doubt have been encouraging to & man like Melville
vho mistrusted the "elash of ereedz.” Even the more
orthodox Shaw had refused Rev., Alexander Young's
request to become a member of the New South Church
ingtead of just a pew-holder, because he would have
had to make a confession to his pastor (Frederie
Chage, Lemuel Shaw, Boston, 1918, p. 315). This may
explain why Elizabeth, though a lifetime adherent of
the Unitarisn Chwrch, was never baptized until Easter

Sunday, 1872 (Kring & Carey, 139),

13. Tribune transeript titled "Unitarianism in New-
York" in A1l Souls Archives, courtesy of Dr. Kring,

1k, Davis mnd Gilman, Letters, p. 83. Melville
recognized poseible kinship with the unhappy Hoff-
mann: "This golng mad of & friend or acquaintance
cones straight home to every man who feels his soul
in him, --which but few men do. For in all of us
lodges the same fuel to light the same fire., And he



who har never felt, momentarily, what madness is has
but a mouthful of brains, . . "

15, Metealf, pp, 288-289,

Censorship and Symbolism in Typee

David Ketterer
Concordia University

In Typee there i2 & striking example of Melville's
evading censorship. Within the space of two papes
he cuts A detail vhich night te considered by many
readers goft-core pornography, but leaves untouched
A passage which =ight even qualify as hard-core.
The erotic passage which deseribes Lhe annolnting
of Tommo's body was cut in accordance with John
Wiley's wichea: "And most refreshing and agrecable
are the juices of the 'aka,' when applied to one's
limbns by the soft palms of sweet nymEphs, whoze
bright eyes are beanming uwpon you with kindneszs.”
Kory-Xory, Toemo's servant, would wateh this opera-
tion from a discreet distance “with the most jealous
attention” (N-X, p. 110).

Kory-Kory's servicéa were of a different nature,
After making sure that Tommo was perfectly comfort-
able, he would hand him his lighted pipe. Melville
then writes a long account of £he exertions

required o produce a flame which leads Tommo to
comment: "This operation eppearsd to me to be the
=ost laborious speciez of work perforsed in Typee,”
especinlly vhen compared with the convenlente of

"a box of lucifer matches” (p. 111}, On one level,
¥ory=Kory's flame iz the Promethean flame of know-
ledgo: the work required for its discovery and
application provides further evidence that Toamo

iz not in Eden. Thizg reading is affirmed when the
incident is recollected mt the beginning of a
longer passage which wms canceled, thisz one eritical
of the sissionaries: "The penmlty of the Fall
presses very lightly upon the wvalley of Typee: for,
with the one solitary exception of atriking a light,
I scarcely saw any plece of work verformed there
which caused the sweat to gtand upon a single brow”
{p. 195). Among the kinds of knowledge aznociated
with the Fnll is, of courge, the knowledpge of sexual
shame. This description of making fire requires a
closer look,

Kory-Kory worxs with two sticks, one partially
decayed, six feet long and three inches in dia=eter,
the other rot more than a oot long and an inch
wide:

The islander, placing the larger stick
obliquely apaingt some object, with one
erd elevated at an angle of forty-Tive
degrees, mounts asiride of it like an
urchin about to gallop off upon a cane,
arnd then grasping the smaller one firmly
in both hands, he rubs its pointed end
alowly up and down the extent of a fow
inches on the principal stick, until at
last he makes a narrow groove in the wood,
with an sbrupt termination at the point
furthest Trom him, where all the dusty
particlez from the friction are accumu-
lated in a little heap, (p. 111)

Kory-Kory's activity become increasingly frenzied
az he "drives the stiek furiously along the smoking
channel, plving hiz hands to and fro with amazing
npiﬁit:r. the pergpiration starting from every
pare’:

Az he approaches the climax of hiz effors,
he pants and gaspa for breath, . .all his
previous laborg are valn if he cannot sus-
tain the rapidity of the movement until

the reluctant spark is vroduced, Suddenly
he stops, becomesz perfectly motionless,

Hiz hands 21411 retain their hold of the
gmaller stick, which is pressed convulsively
azninst the further end of the channel, . .
Ag if he had fust plerced Lthrouwsh and
through somé little viper that was wriggling
and struggling to escape from his clutches.
The next momént a delicate wreath of amoke
curls spirally into the alr, the heap of
dusty particles glows with fire, and Kory-
Kory almost breathless, dismounts frea his
steed. {p. 111)

The viper is consistent with the Fall analogy: the
snake iz also a vhallie ¢mblem. The reader does not
have o be particularly lynx-eyved-- or degenerate--
to nee here a suggestion of the gexual act,

But iz this a perverted reading? Was such direct
sexual mymholism vart of Melville's intention? Of
course, & final answer ig not possible. However,
the guzgestiveness of the pazsage is reinforced in
the next paragraph when Teemo coasiders "the expedi-
ercy of establishing a college of wvestals. . . for
the purpose of keeping alive the indispenzadle
article of fire," theredy avolding the tresendous
outlay of effort. He im referring to the four or
slx virgins congecrated Yo the Homan goddess of the
hearth, Vestsa, who iz charped with keeping the sac-
red Tire burning perpetually on her altar. Tomso
concludes that "there might. . . be gpecinl Aiffi-
culties in carrying this plan into execution.”
Presumably he has in nind the cormon Tate of virgins
pointed to by Xory-Kory's ofi-repeated exertions.
The end result, family life, iz conjured up in the
fallowing paragraph which contains refarences to "a
gentleman of Typee" with "a numerous family of
Ehilt{rm; " and "the children of a Polynesian father"
p. 112),

If = reading iz correct, we might imapgine what must
have been Melville's wry, ironic azusesent at this
"striking" svecess in circuwventing an official cen-
zorship. Having removed a relatively innocuous
detalil from one paragraph, he left intact the =uch
more "offensive” material In the next paragraphs.
Further, his sexual sugpestion is gufficlently subtle
that no one could protest without in effect damning
himgelf.
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"lew England and the Sea,” a new permancnt exhibi-
tion which oresents three centuriea of American
maritime history, opened April 2h at Mystic Seaport
in Connecticut. The $180,000 exhibition, funded by
g prant from the Hatlonal Endowment Tor the Humani-
tigz, iz the largest and most comorehensive ever
inztalled at the mariltine hiztory mumeim.

Desigred to ghow the effect of Lthe zem on New
Enpland history, economy and culture, the exhibit
teglng with the Tirst coastal explorationsz and early
settlements: traces the development of Colonial
trades, Revolutionary War and War of 1812 invalve-
wénts and post-war commerce: emphasizes the growth
of’ Amarican meritime enterprizes in the 17th century-
and ends with & section on today's uses of the sea.

"New Cnglend and the Sea” tiesz together all of the
exhibits, historieal buildings and programs of the
Mystic Seaport Musewn. Such occupations as shinp-
bullding, wheling, and fighing, as well asz coastal
trades and 19th century Iife ashore are presented as
8 cotesive ztory of the past. This iz achieved
throuvgh s skillfud display of 300 objestsz such as
tools, shipmodelz, fighing gear, charts, ravipgational
fnetyuments, and artworks,

Clarel in the International Review

George Monteiro
Browen Unicersily

Even when the count i{ncludes notices, announcements,
and advertizements, the number of recorded contem-
Pavary reviews relating to Clarel total a meager
sixteen. To those few can be added a rather Lthought-
Tul review from the lew York Tnternational Review,

b {Jaruary 1977}, 107.08; D

Crazze,'—Here is another work, of wholly dificreat conception and exes
cution, Thirty years ago, who could possibly have foreseen that the zuthor
of “ Typee™ and * Omoo ™ would at lastappear as the author of & poem of
thcoo lines, inspired by religiovs doults, quentions and aspirativns?  That
Mr. Melville bas & vein of native poetry in his nature was already mani.
fested by some baliads which he published during our civil war; but it sull
remaing an amarement that the hero of whaling snd Polynesian zdventures,
whose model seemed 10 be Defoe, should become a theological mystic in
his ripened years, One of his novels, we remember, was entitled : * Picrre,
or The Ambiguitics,"—and this poem might properly have been called:
“Clarel, or the Ambiguities.” Thetitle, to begin with, is ambiguous ; how
are we to understand “ A Poem and Filgrimage i the Holy Land ?™ It is
one of those works which the author writes for himseld, and not for the
reader. wherein he simply follows the benat of hiz own interests and faneles,
and relies either upon his personal value o1 assumed height of schievement
for his popular success.  ‘This is an experiment which Browning has lately
tried, compelling the sentence of failure from vawilling critics.  We doube
whether the very greatest of poets could practice it successfully for any
length of time unless the principles of his art had entered inzo and become
an integral part of his imagination. How then should Herman Melville,
who has mot yet achieved 3 recogniced place as a poet, bope to succeed
with a public which has, first of all, to be taught faithin his powers? How
large & portion of the reading clasy (small, a2 the best, in this country,) 2re
o fameiliae with his litevary individoatity that they will ventore vpon the
perosal of such a work, solely for the more complete Mtion of it
suthor?  Mr, Melville seems totally to lack the Sorary srmur ; and he
tught oot 1o be sorprised il his poem, with all its scattered excellences,
should fall comparstively unnoticed.

The plot bas spparently been coniructed 1 & frame wpon which to
hang descriptipng of the scenery of Palestine and the theological discos
wons of a chance company of tounsty, The principal characters are an
American stodent, an English clorgyman, & Jew, a Smyraiote Greck and a
Jewish giel of whum we see little, a2 she dict in order 1o introduce & Tragic
clement. 50 much remains as 3 elew to guide us through 2 chaos of de-
scription, incident, conversation, and conflict of ideas and beliefs, wherein
there is no single governing aod harmopizing conception. The pocm is
divided into four parts, respectively entitted @ Jerusalem, The Wilderness,
Mar Saba and Bethlchem ; but thesc arc only divisions of the * pilgrimage.”
The author, indeed, may have intended to give s symbolical meaning to the
headings. 1730, we fail to understand it, since * Jerusalem ™ ix the begin-
ning and “Bethlehem ™ the end.  In like manner, we are usable to say
whether he has meant to give any coherent spiritnal development o his
chief character.  Whatever modifcations of beliel we notice, they scem to
spring from the intimate personsl intevcourie of the partics rather than
from the arguments they wse. Throughout the whole work we trace,
under many masks, the wanderings of & quertivaiag asd unsatisfied sasl;
vet 31 the close we do wot feel clearly that peace has beoen attained, or, if it
hat begn, opon what basis. The literary character of the potra coare-
spends to the intellectual. It B astoaphingly uaequal. Afer a coaplet,
quatrain of brief passage which bears a high poctical stamp, we stemble
upon one which i awkward, feeble and immetrical. Reading the beut
parts, we can pot understand why the whoic potm is oot greatly better :
reading the worsy, wie are surprised to find it so good.

THE PITTSFIELD CONNECTION

¥athleen B, Green, Executive Director of Lhe Berk-
shire County Historieal Society, vhieh lg housed atl
Arrowhead, invites Melvilleans to slop by during
the summer. She also reports on the success of &
Melville Seminar for Pittsfield English tenchers,
offared this spring by the Society. The apeakers
ineleded Mizs Green, Reobert G. Hewwan of the
Athepasmm, Paul Metcalf and his daughter. Adrienne
¥, Weilnman.

My, Hewman reminds our readers that since the
esztablishment of the Melville Memorial Hoom at the

Athenseum in 1553, he hag Been develoning & resource

collection for regearvchers and students. He wel-
comes contributions by Melvilleans--bhooks, articles,
manuseripts and related materiala--to the permanent
collection. You can mail meteriala to The Rerk-
shire Athensewum, 1 Wendell Avenue, Pittafield,

Mass. QL2011



METAMORPHOSES: SOME SURPRISING

Sally Hoople of White Plains High School calls atten-
tian to & televigsion adaptation of "Bartleby"” which
was aired on FBRS on May 30. GHRecomended for gradex
ren “hrough college {later too?}, 1% was produced

by the Maryland Center for Public Broadomsting in
asposiation with Baltimore's Center Stage. Bartlaby
waz plaved by Joel Colodner and the attorney by
Nicholazs Kepros.

Richard Colles Johnaon of The Nevberry Litrary notes
& b page brochure containing reproductions of two
early draf™s of Robert Lowell's "The Cuaker Grave-
vard in Nantueket," The facgimiles were produced as
part of an exhibition of Lowell'sz Tooks and manu-
geripts at the Houghton Libvrary,

The "Plaverzs” at AlL Souls Chureh in New Yorz
offered several perforsances of Orson Welles's
"Moby-Dick Rerearsed” In early March. The produc-
tion waz one of the events the congregation spon-
sored to celebrate the Chureh's newly discovered
Melville connection,

GLL Wilson, the inspired and indefatigable artist
whoge recent work is reproduced in the next column,
writes:

"Have been at work lecturing on The White
Wrale, using the scenic desigms and new
paintings relating thereto, also some tapes
af pugic-.the Shostakovitch Prelude and a
Vauvghn Williams treatsent of Greensleeves,
which fita the tempo of Ahab's mental return

ta his family.

I have decided to try Lo work out an elec-
tronie zeore for the musie drama. Witk no

knowledge of conventlonal music and compo- QHERES AND ANSWERS

asition, T have decided that an electronic
ecore might bW more sccessible to oy linita-

tions, ] .
Several readers (Ileon Xaplan of New York City,

h ¢ e ® Az of Edouard Stackpole of Nantucket and Richard C, Malley
;hrgﬂ: :ﬁ _.J';:E‘; ::t::ﬁﬁ;ﬂﬁﬁg 3; of ;H:_rstic} have responded %Yo John Seelye's question
watery, the unshored' as Melville puts 44-- in EXTRACTS 32 sbout the Aﬂﬂﬂh:‘iﬁ chest. The 2hip's
document box is indeed on display in the Mystie
Bank exhibit at the Seaport, where it has been zince

can lend mystery and support to Ahab's 1981, At firat a loan from a privete collection, it

madness, which the music drama makes much waa later purchased for the Museum by s trustee.

of in the third act where Ahab confronts

hig alter-ego. S. Ross Eeharriell offers & query posed by =
student. He seeks clarification of the line "A

Huge timbers clashing together and hollowed hatchet to =y panzer?” ("Billy in the Darbies”),

as well an glowed down in recorded sound Send suggeations to Mr. Beharriell, c/o Department

can give that disturbing effect of delirium of Engligh, Royal Military College, Kingston,

arising out of Ahab's mutilated being. Ontario, Canada K7L 2W3, and to the Editor.

I am ausapending various lengths of tele-
phane poles in =y barn and beating this
glant untuned xylophone with a sledge.
recording it at 10 {pz and slowing it to

38k

The tornado 4 vears ago left me with a large S g
sheet of tin, vhich makes marvelous thunder. BT e B 1T
And T have found that blowing oa a mike can ey, e G
maxe wonderful gounds of wind.

Blending these sounds and cadenced with a
borrowed kettls drum, I will have a score
¥et. And can at least put it all on film
with sound track.”

10



Three Sermons to the Fishes

Santos Silva and Carlos Daghlian
Universidede Estadual Paulista (Brasil)

The average reader of Portuguese Literature will
think of two literary models Tor Fleece's speech
in Chapter &L of Moby-Dick, namely, a sermon
delivered by the seventeenth century Portuguese
preacher Antonlo Vieira in the city of Sao Luis

do Maranho, one of the cenires of Portuguese
colonization in South Americm, and, more remotely,
a sermon by Saint Anthony of Padua, included in

The Little Flowers of St. Francis, which undoubtedly
ingpired Vieira. Eut the actual connection between
both or either of the two sermons to Melville's
text remaing to be investigated.

Three basic aimilarities among the three germons,
however, can be discerned:

1. The three men were privately unwilling
to preach; they were forced into an
undesirable action.

2. In the three cagez the audiences were
ambiguous: they consisted of fishes and
people. Being unable to speak to people,
the orators had to talk to the fishes.

3. In all cases the sermon was the
genre selected to convey the linguistie
messaAge .

Sinece the rhetorical seasage iz, by its own nature,
oriented towards an audience and can be modified
according to the speaker's intentions, we conclude
that the double meaning of the three texts, with
different lronical applications, was conditioned by
the ambiguity of the speakers' situations and the
avdiences,

J.hE article from which this note is abstracted
appears in the second maber of Estudos Anglo-
Americancs, a publication of ABRAFUI (Brazilian
Rasocimtion of University Professors of English).”

LOOSE FISH

First Printings of American Authors, ed. Matthew J.
Bruccoli, et al., a projected L volume geries to be
completed this year, has been published by Gale.

£1b0 for the set. Melville is, of coursze, included.

Melville is one of the authors covered in the two-
volume compilation by Philip Butcher, The Minority
Presence in American Literature, 1600~ -1500: A

Beader and Course Guide. iHnm:r—d University Press,

$25.55, cloth, 314.590, paper.)

The University of California Press has issued The
Metaphysical Novel in England and America: mckens,
Bulwer, Melville, and Hawthorne, by Edwin M. Eigner.
(312, Eﬂ}-—t.n be reviewed.

Indiana University Press has published Myth and
Literature in the American Renaissance by Robert D.

Richardson, Jr. (515). Melville is one of the myth-
makers considered.

LUTHER 5. MANSFIELD

Luther Stearns Mansfield, professzor emeritus of
American history and literature at Williams College,
died on Thursdey, April 6, at the Sweetbrook Nursing
Home where he had been a resident for several years.
Mr. Manafield is perhaps best known to Melvilleans
for his co-editing of the Hendrick's House Moby-Dick
and for arranging the memorable Williamstown
conference in 1951,

He was a Tormer president of the New England Amer-
iean Studies Association and national presgident of
the Melville Society. He was awarded an honorary

lifetime membership in the Socilety in 1959,

Born April 25, 1906, in Arlington, Neb., the szon of
Albert and Lulu Elizabeth Stearns Mansfield, he
grew up in Fort Worth, Texas. He was valedictorian
of his college class at Texas Christian Univeraity
in 1927, graduating suwema cum laude. He earned his
masters degree at T.C.U. and his Ph.D., in 1936, at
the University of Chicago, teaching in the meantime
at Tllinois Military School in Abington, Ill., and
at Jamsstowm (N.D.) College. He joined the English
faculty at Williams in 1936, was named a professor
of history and literature in 1947, and retired in
1971,
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View of New Bedford, engraved on boxwood by Barry Maser.

THE ARION PRESS

is now accepting orders for

HERMAN MELVILLE'’S

MOBY-
DICK

Edition limited to 250 copies for sale; format
10 x 15 inches; handset in 18-point Goudy
Modern foundry type with Leviathan ini-
tials by Bigelow & Holmes; illustrated with
xo0o wood engravings by Barry Moser; printed
by letterpresson damp Barcham Green hand-
made paper with special watermarks; bound
by hand in full leather; using the text being
prepared for the critical edition of Melville's
works published by Northwestern Universi
ty Press & The Newberry Library. Scheduled
for publication in Spring 1979 at a projected
price of $1000. Dealer discounts on request.

Andrew Hoyem, Printer % The Arion Press
566 Commercial Street, San Francisco 94111

Harpoon head, engraved on boxwood by Barry Moser.

IN THIS ISSUE

MELVILLE'S "INCOMPETENT" WORLD IN
BILLY BUDD, SAILOR by Watson Branch......sveeeee 1

ELIZABETH AND HERMAN--(PART II) by
Joyce Deveau Kennedy and Frederick
Jm: Hﬂmedylllllllllii-lillli--l--l--l-l-i--!-l-li-Ilii-lll--I-I 3

CEXSORSHIP AND SYMPOLISM IK TYFEE

by David Ketterer. v vevenscassannannanas ciasses B
MYSTIC SEAPORT . . cvavenasascscsssnsnaunsanasananns 9
CIAREL IN THE INTEEXATIONAL REVIEW |
By GeOrge Monteirs, ... .. roc-serrennsnncsesanns 9|
THE PITTSFIELD COMMECTION. .. ccvvrrnvnnrnvrsonnns 9
METAMORFHOSES: SOME SURPRISING........c.vu.. e 10
QUERIES AND ANSWERS.....covevcnsnssssannsrnonans 10

uﬂlm 'EI mwmm: ﬂamriiiiiillilllllll]l 1-1-

mg FISHrrlilflllrru-lil-r--f -------- TR EFEEEEREE 11
THREE SERMONS TO THE FISHES by
Santos Silva and Carlos Daghlian...cveuvvvvnnnss 11

Illusteations Credits

Billy Budd manuseript photosz, pp. 1-2, courtesy of
Merton M. Sealts, Jr., and with the permission of
the Harvard College Library; All Souls Unitarian
Church, p. 5, from Frank leslie's Illustrated,
June 29, 1878, courtesy of Walter Doneld kring;
Luther 5. Mansfield, p. 11, courtesy of Williams
College.

Melville Society Extracts

is published quarterly by The Melville Society of
America. We welcone short articles, motes and
miscellany concermning the life, times, writings and
reputation of the American author Herman Melvillas
(1819-1891). Manuseripts and correspondénce should
be sent to the editor, Donald Yanrells, Department
of English, Glassboro State College, Glassboro,

NS 08028,

BEACAN




	extracts034_may78_pg01
	extracts034_may78_pg02
	extracts034_may78_pg03
	extracts034_may78_pg04
	extracts034_may78_pg05
	extracts034_may78_pg06
	extracts034_may78_pg07
	extracts034_may78_pg08
	extracts034_may78_pg09
	extracts034_may78_pg10
	extracts034_may78_pg11
	extracts034_may78_pg12

